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and of Shakespeare, was becoming a man whose experiencejwas
being darkened, by clouds which he did ..notlive to see pass.

Yet the character of this transition is mirrored, and Keats's
adaptability as a craftsman in verse is strikingly illuminated,
by the peculiar and at times uncertain course of his stylistic
evolution during the course of these months. Such an evolution
was no more than a concluding episode, however, to a larger and
more general stylistic development which, in the earlier course
of its progress, took paths of perhaps far more technical interest
than that upon which Keats last embarked. And it is simply
some indication of the course and distinctive character of
this more general stylistic development which I have tried to
present.